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Reading for All
Introduction:

I believe that books and reading are transformational. I have always believed this.

· Father Carroll was quoted in the Foundations of Rehabilitation Teaching, as listing the loss of the ability to read, books, magazines, trade journals, and newspapers to be one of the 20 losses experienced by adult onset blindness
Scholastic and Book Mobile story

· I believe that reading, like many tasks, doesn’t need to stop, because we lose our access to print in the format we are most familiar with. 
· I also believe that we are living at a time when there are some amazing technologies, some of them relatively easy-to-use for the non-techie that may level the playing field for reading.

· Lastly, I believe that regardless of our comfort level with Access Technology we can all teach the baby steps for a client’s return to reading and a successful acquisition of new technology and the skills to use it.

· My Goal today is to demonstrate or suggest how we can use some of the technology we are already comfortable with, or is easy to use, to return to reading!
· Optometrist Dr. Bill Takeshita’s story  
· “I never really thought there would be a time when I could read faster by listening. I always thought that I was quite a fast reader but I find now that my hearing is so tuned in to using the Eloquence speech synthesizer that I can read and comprehend much better when I listen, as compared to even when I had perfect vision!”
Why are we here? 
Many of our clients are looking for resources and training in access technology and when they finally do find us want our help and resources.
Here are the challenges we are facing:
1. Some of us are not very comfortable with technology
2. Many of our clients, particularly those with a recent vision loss are either new to technology or new to access Technology, or both
3. We have Increasingly limited funding sources for AT and or training
Ken Robinson, in his book, "Out of Our Minds: Learning to be Creative,"
"The proliferation of digital technologies has created what has been called the biggest generation gap since rock and roll."
How do we get there? How do we embrace the technology to access print and share this with our clients?
1. Sometimes it’s easy…just share what you know—computers and tablets can speak, the font can be enlarged, or the screen magnified... Access Technology exists and might help with reading, when using the computer, or to keep a job in the workplace.
2. The basic technology needed to get started may have a manageable learning curve, like these gadgets:
a. NLS Talking Book Player
b. Simple digital recorder like MicroSpeak
c. Digital Assistant like Amazon Echo or Google Home
d. Victor Reader Stream
3. Steve Kelley’s story—“You don’t know what you don’t know!”
Adaptations to reading skills happens on a continuum

Diagram Center Research on Reading Technology
Broad Overview:

· Conducted in 2012; updated in 2015
· Caveat: High percent of respondents were employed and legally blind

· Reading Tech take-away 
1. Most reading is done on a Windows laptop; Apple iOS; NLS Talking Book; Victor Reader Stream

2. Most reading content is secured from Websites; NLS; Bookshare
3. Note Amazon and Audible made big gains in most recent survey

· Demonstrates continued relevance of Talking Book Player, Victor Reader Stream

· Broader survey results: Web AIM Screen Reader Survey
· Here's a recent example , George Calvert author of "Getting Back to Work  with JAWS"  tell brief story
NLS Talking Book Player
· Who thinks of the Talking Book player as AT?
· 33% respondents use NLS; 50% for pleasure reading; 17% for work; 23% for school
· Least common denominator in the Rehab Center as springboard to more
· Is anyone here an expert on advanced player?
Talking Book Player is the gadget of choice for hooking someone on reading again!
1. No cost for anyone who can’t access print
2. Self-contained (no wifi needed for the user)
3. Independent of user computer abilities
4. The VisionAware Access Technology Wading Pool…Part Two has a comprehensive list of links for NLS resources 
5. Bard Talk on the Web FAQ http://www.bardtalk.com/faq.php
6. Purchasing blank cartridges or flash drives, downloading audio files, using the advanced buttons for playback, etc.
7. Demonstration of using the advanced features: menu and playback 
8. BARD Express can now be used to simplify downloading from  NLS
9. NLS Secret: patron trials
Using Audio Files for Training

1. Sources of training materials all listed on lowvisiontech.com 
a. Seminars@Hadley
b.  iFocus series for iOS users, also on Hadley
c. AirsLA www.airsla.org
d. Podcasts such as Cool Blind Tech, Apple Vis, Talking Computers, Mystic Access, Accessible World Tek Talk, Blind Abilities, etc.
Be Creative!
1. Create your own MP3 audio recordings to put on cartridges with an app like HiQ MP3 recorder on Android, Voice Record Pro on iOS, or Audacity on Windows PC
2. Convert text to audio MP3 using a free service like zamzar.com
NFB Newsline

1. Phone 

2. App (Newsline on iOS/Dolphin Reader on iOS or Android)

3. Downloaded, for example Victor Reader Stream

Victor Reader Stream Basics

1. NLS Books

2. Bookshare

3. Podcasts by download or via WiFi

Introducing Amazon Echo and Google Home as Reading Tools
· Beta Testing with Amazon Echo

· Incomplete concepts and digital assistants

· Very specific tasks can be performed but the concept is not taught
· Consider the person’s goals?
The Amazon Echo as simple Access Tech
Alexa’s simplicity
1. Depends on someone else setting it up first
2. Access to WiFi
3. Learning Commands for specific Skills
4. Demonstration of Amazon Echo technology- 
5. Versions of Alexa
a. Echo $179
b. Tap $129
c. Dot $49
d. Kindle Fires
6. Versions of Google Home
a. Google Home $129

b. Google Home Mini $49

7. Other features such as phone calls
Reading Apps

1. Voice Dream Reader
2. Dolphin Easy Reader

3. Darwin Reader

4. Audible

5. Cloud Reader

6. Others?

Questions 
Contact: Skelley@theiris.org
www.lowvisiontech.com
www.theiris.org

